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Evening Brief
Date: Thursday September 27th, 2018

Weather Summary

*#* High Risk for Gusty Winds and Low RH for western Wyoming on Friday ***
*#* Much Stronger Winds Saturday/Sunday across Nevada, Utah and the AZ Strip ***

Gusty winds will confinue over western Wyoming on Friday. Another low pressure system will approach the
Pacific Northwest Saturday, and move northeast info northern Idaho on Sunday. South-Southwest winds will
increase significantly this weekend ahead of the low across Nevada into Utah and the AZ Strip, with a few
showers in central Idaho on Sunday, however these showers will be light with most moisture will tfrack across the
Pac NW into the Northern Rockies. South-Southwest winds Saturday will increase with sustained winds 20-30 mph
and gusts above 35-50 mph across much of Nevada intfo Utah and the AZ Strip with RH 5-10%. High Risk has
been issued for Saturday. See map. Winds will remain gusty to strong Sunday into early next week as a stronger
low approaches and moves across the area. Additional High Risk may be needed for Sunday/Monday
depending on cloud cover and moisture moving north.

Southwest flow ahead of this low will draw up significant fropical moisture from the eastern Pacific Sunday info
early next week, with the potential for widespread heavy rains starfing late Sunday info Monday over southern
Nevada, the AZ Strip intfo southern and cenftral Utah. Moisture will quickly spread north over nearly all of the
Great Basin Tuesday. The heaviest and most widespread areas of wetting rains are expected across Utah, far
eastern Nevada and eventually into eastern Idaho and Wyoming on Tuesday, with lighter showers further west.

Preparedness Levels & Great Basin Fire Activity (from WFDSS)

Great Basin| 3 Light Inifial Attack Activity
National 2 GB New Fires and Acres: 7 fires 92.2acres; 3,773 acres large fire growth

Great Basin Fuel Status interactive link (Use Edge, Chrome or Firefox browsers)

Fuels/Fire Potential

The current 3-4 week dry period across the region has resulted in record or near record dry dead fuels across
Utah, Nevada, the AZ Strip, Southern Idaho and Western Wyoming. Most ERC's in these areas are in the 80th-
90th percentile, with some areas sfill in the 97th percentile over eastern Idaho and Wyoming into parts of
northern Utah and northern Nevada. Even those near the 80th percentile are near peak mid-summer normals,
as well as near or at records for this late in the year. Further north, across the northern Payette and Salmon
Challlis forests, ERC’s are closer to late September normails.

Live Fuels (Sagebrush) remains near record dry levels, 60-80% across most of Utah/Nevada and far southern
Idaho. This, combined with heavy fine fuel loading from the past 2 winters from northern NV/UT and far southern
ID, will make large fire growth possible during any ignitions that coincide with moderate or higher wind days.

A warming/drying period confinues through this week. However, another low pressure system will bring cooler
weather this weekend, with an even stronger low dropping temperatures next week, although winds will be
strong this weekend. These lows will interact with tropical Eastern Pacific moisture to bring widespread
significant wetting rains to the eastern 2/3 of the Great Basin early next week. Fire danger is expected to
decrease significantly region wide next week.



https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/predictive/cfs/#/
https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/predictive/advisories/Fuels_Fire_Behavior_Advisory_GB.pdf

Resources

Aviation within the Great Basin
o 2 VLAT's, 9 LATs, 0 CL-415's
20 SEATSs, 4 Fire Bosses
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Current Incident Details
Todays Activity (from WFDSS):
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Crews Committed within the Great Basin
o 25IHCs Committed / O Available
o 46T-21As Committed / 1 Available

16 Type 1 Helicopters / 14 Committed
11 Type 2 Helicopters / 10 Committed
24 Type 3 Helicopters

Pt. Of Origin
Incident Name Unique Fire Identifier | Size Status Latitude | Longitude | Sage Grouse
Habitat

Cowboy 2018-UTUWF-001070 0.2 | Controlled 09/27/18 | 40.43307 | 111.74712 NO
CCFD 8 2018-NVCLRX-580584 | 0.1 Out 09/27/18 36.04772 115.3128 NO
Gorge 2018-AZASD-000782 0.3 | Controlled 09/27/18 | 36.97126 | 113.7156 NO
Bingham Co. Assist 10 2018-ID4BN-000305 0.5 | Controlled 09/27/18 | 43.20885 112.4061 NO
Tower 2018-IDLEX-018304 11 Not Contained 45.32425 113.9038 NO
MAYFIELD 2018-IDBOD-001123 80 Not Contained 43.3895 115.9524 NO
Washburn 2018-UTSCS-180590 0.1 Not Contained 38.64441 | 112.1134 NO

**fires occurred previous night, not previously reported

For additional information go to: Great Basin Coordination Center Web Site



http://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/index.php

